Our son decided
to go into the
Christian min-
istry while
listening to a
Muslim pray.
Steve, a Marine
artillery officer in
Desert Storm
ordered his pla-
toon to shell an Iragi tank platoon and then
moved forward to assess the situation. The
Iraqi soldiers were either dead, dying or
surrendering.

The Iraqi platoon commander approached
Steve and, through a Kuwaiti interpreter,
requested permission to pray over his dead
and dying men. He revealed that one of
the dead men's brother and father had
already been killed, and he was agonizing
over how to break the news to this man's
mother that her only remaining son was
now dead too.

Steve lowered his gun, granted the request,
and listened to the Muslim prayer chanted
in Arabic. Though he could not understand
the language, he says it was the most
beautiful prayer he had ever heard. At that
moment, Steve said, it became absolutely
clear to him that men and women who
could pray together ought not to be killing
one another. He resolved to spend the rest
of his life working for peace.
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Out of that experience, my husband, the
pastor of Rush Creek Christian Church in
Arlington, Texas, initiated a study group
with Congregation Beth Shalom. a conser-
vative Jewish community. He and Rabbi
Keith Stearn shared a desire to include
Muslims, but it seemed difficult to accom-
plish. Eventually, they contacted Muslim
leaders at Texas Christian University, and a
six-week dialogue was established with two
meetings at the Christian church, two at
the Synagogue, and two at the Mosque in
Ft. Worth. Speakers addressed the distinc-
tiveness of each faith followed by lively
small group discussion. For many, the ses-
sions offered their first opportunity to entei
the house of worship of othzr faiths.

Last fall, following the tragedy of 9/11, |
began to facilitate a similar group, but of
women only. Calling ourselve, "Daughters
of Abraham,” we focus primarily on similari-
ties among our faiths and secondarily
on distinctions. Initially, the group
met every week and was intended to
be short term. However, literally
every woman wanted to continue, so
we decided to meet monthly. The
women have shared personally what
their faith means to them, their
understanding of themselves as
descendants of Abraham and as
“People of the Book.” We have
shared how we celebrate various
holidays (including the exchange of

The Daughters of Abraham Group — 30 women
of Jewish, Christian and Muslim faiths.

wonderful recipes). One Jewish woman, a
Holocaust survivor, recently spoke of her
horrific experiences between 1944 and
1946. Most of the meetings, however,
involve minimal “presentation” and more
personal sharing about a given topic. We
have toured worship spaces with explana-
tions of symbols and rituals. The group
has continued to grow in number, but more
importantly, it has grown beyond mutual
education and tolerance to genuine respect
and love for each other.

Our common monotheism and longing for
peace are far greater than our differences.
And, | must admit that more than once, it
has been said with a smile, “You know, if
women were ruling the world, there
wouldn't be nearly so much bloodshed.”

(continued on page 24)
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provides a frameworkQr my pastoral counseling. The Gita counsels, “In all activitics
affy conscious of Me.”

ered the salvific touch of God's grace. M
expressing gratitude for grace received.

Scriptural heritage glorifies God and affirms the

Another venue of grace is scripture. The Vaishriaya
is broad, and it encourages participation in the

world in all its complexity. The scriptural messa

xqrdship towards the creation, and a mood of lov-

ength. Hopefully,
the clients can then better decide whether to be like the pain or to choose 3gdin, seeing the Christ
presence within themseNes and those they feel have harmed them. | ask’clients whether the beliefs
they hold contribute to pedce in their heart or to chaos. If the answeeis chaos, we explore and
uncover until we can find thésgeace, until we can find a loving Gge”in every situation and find unity
with past, present and future. Atthis point, ideally, the clientgre taking responsibility for their own
“creation,” enabling them to be fordes for positive change, J#6th individually and communally.

Unity attracts many who have dropped ot¥, from othezTeligions, some who have been so wounded by
their former belief systems, that frequently they capfiot tolerate talk of God or Christ-presence. Their
spirituality may be a mix of new age, Buddhism »Qystical Judaism, feminism. and Christianity. Unity's
belief in the Christ within everyone enables to Wwqrk within any religious construct. or no religious
construct, so long as clients are willing to g possibility that their beliefs are not serving

them or the world.

A shadow aspect of Unity that | fregdently encounter is that clidqts are hesitant to talk about their
negative feelings, fears, and less fan loving actions, because thedo not want to recreate them. |

need to reassure my clients that the counseling room is a safe spac®\a place where thought, feelings,

e beliefs about themselves,
we move from “what
s and sisters of Jesus,

and actions do not manifest A assure clients that by identifying their co
they are then free to chogge whether to keep or discard the belief. At Uni
would Jesus do”, to “repfembering who we really are”: children of God, broth
no less, no more. TS awareness guides me. @

Tina Lightner is Fastoral Counselor at Unity Christ Church in Gaithersburg, Marylahd and is a
Member of AAPC.
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(from page 7)

| pray that none of us faces bloodshed, but
if we do, or if our family members do, | am
confident that these women will be fully
present to and supportive of each other in
mourning. We may be step-sisters in the
faith, so to speak, but as time goes on the
“sister” has become far more important
than the "step.” @

Janice Harris Lord, ACSW-LMSW/LPC, is a
Member of AAPC and of the Christian
Church Disciples of Christ. She has a small
private practice in Arlington, Texas and is a
national consultant on crime victim issues.

possibilities
for learning ever-widening of inclusivity,
justice, and love. As with mggt communities,

becoming an integral part of fhe healing circle is

well as the leshian client
even more.” @
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